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OPINION 1664 

rissoidae Gray, 1847 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): given precedence over 
truncatellidae Gray, 1840 


Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers rissoidae Gray, 1847 and other family-group names 
based on Rissoa Desmarest, 1814 are hereby given precedence over truncatellidae 
Gray, 1840 and other family-group names based on Truncatella Risso, 1826 whenever 
their type genera are placed in the same family-group taxon. 

(2) The name rissoidae Gray, 1847 (type genus Rissoa Desmarest, 1814) is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology, with the endorsement 
that it and other family-group names based on Rissoa are to be given precedence over 
truncatellidae Gray, 1840 (type genus Truncatella Risso, 1826) and other family- 
group names based on Truncatella whenever their type genera are placed in the same 
family-group taxon. 

(3) To the entry for truncatellidae Gray, 1840 on the Official List of Family- 
Group Names in Zoology is hereby added the endorsement that it and other family- 
group names based on Truncatella Risso, 1826 are not to be given priority over 
rissoidae Gray, 1847 and other family-group names based on Rissoa Desmarest, 1814 
whenever their type genera are placed in the same family-group taxon. 

(4) The entry for bithyniidae Gray, 1857 on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology is hereby amended to give Troschel (1857) as the author of the name. 

(5) The name Rissoa Desmarest, 1814, type species by subsequent designation by 
Bucquoy, Dautzenberg & Dollfus (1884) Rissoa ventricosa Desmarest, 1814, is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(6) The entry for Truncatella Risso, 1826 on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology is hereby amended to state that its type species by subsequent designation by 
Lowe (1855) is Truncatella costulata Risso, 1826 (a junior subjective synonym of Helix 
subcylindrica Linnaeus, 1767). 

(7) The name ventricosa Desmarest, 1814, as published in the binomen Rissoa 
ventricosa (specific name of the type species of Rissoa Desmarest, 1814), is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(8) The entry on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology for subcylindrica , 
Helix , Linnaeus, 1767 is hereby amended to state that it is the senior subjective 
synonym of Truncatella costulata Risso, 1826, the type species of Truncatella Risso, 
1826. 

History of Case 2699 

An application for the conservation of the family-group name rissooidea (or 
rissoacea) Gray, 1847 by giving it precedence over truncatelloidea (or 
truncatellacea) Gray, 1840 was received from Drs G. Rosenberg & G.M. Davis 
(Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.) on 28 December 
1988. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 47: 104-109 (June 1990). 
Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. In relation to the proposed place¬ 
ment of hydrobiidae Troschel, 1857 on the Official List (proposal (4) on BZN 47: 107), 
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a comment from Drs Alfred F. Newton & Margaret K. Thayer {Field Museum of 
Natural History, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.), published in BZN 47: 286-287 (December 
1990), pointed out that this family-group name is a junior homonym of hydrobiidae 
Mulsant, 1844 (type genus Hvdrobius Leach, 1815), a name currently in use in the 
lnsecta (Coleoptera). Dr Rosenberg, one of the authors of the application, noted (in 
litt.) that hydrobiidae in molluscs is a well known large family of some 100 genera and 
more than 1,000 species and that a name change ‘would cause great confusion’. The 
status of the name hydrobiidae Troschel, 1857 did not affect the application on the 
relative precedence of the senior names rissooidea and truncatelloidea and, since 
objection could be made to placing a junior homonym on an Official List of Names, 
proposal (4) on BZN 47: 107 was withdrawn. It should be noted that hydrobiidae 
Troschel should remain in use, even though a junior homonym, in the absence of a 
Commission ruling resolving its homonymy. References to hydrobiidae and to 
Hydrobia Hartmann, 1821 and its type species have been withdrawn from the present 
case because further consideration is necessary. Proposal (10) on BZN 47: 107 was also 
withdrawn; it is not normal practice to place nomina nuda on the Official Indexes and 
there was no reason to do so in this case. The application noted (BZN 47: 105, para. 8) 
that the citation of the type species of Truncatella in Opinion 344 (1955) was wrong, and 
that the Official List entry needed correction. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1991 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 47: 106-107, with the withdrawals noted above. At the 
close of the voting period on 1 December 1991 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 22: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, Halvorsen, 
Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Minelli, Nielsen, Nye, 
Ride, Savage, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — 4: Lehtinen, Macpherson, Schuster and Starobogatov. 

No vote was received from Cogger. 

Starabogatov commented that in his view [cf. BZN 47: 105, para. 4] consideration 
of the relative precedence of rissoidae and truncatellidae was ‘the same as the 
discussion of relative priority of canidae against felidae’. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

bithyniidae Troschel, 1857, Das Gebiss der Schnecken zur Begriindung einer naturlich 
Classification , vol. 1(2), p. 101. 

Rissoa Desmarest, 1814, Bulletin des Sciences, par la Societe Philomatique de Paris , (3)1: 7. 
rissoidae Gray, 1847, Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London , 15: 152. 
subcylindrica , Helix , Linnaeus, 1767, Systema Naturae, Ed. 12, vol. 1(2), p. 1248. 

Truncatella Risso, 1826 ,’Histoire naturelle des principals productions de TEurope meridionale et 
particulierement de cedes des environs de Nice et des Alpes Maritimes , vol. 4, p. 124. 
truncatellidae Gray, 1840, Synopsis of the contents of the British Museum , Ed. 42, p. 117. 
ventricosa, Rissoa , Desmarest, 1814, Bulletin des Sciences, par la Societe Philomatique de Paris, 
(3)1:8. 

The following is the reference for the designation of Rissoa ventricosa Desmarest, 1814 as the 
type species of the nominal genus Rissoa Desmarest, 1814: 
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Bucquoy, E., Dautzenberg, P. & Dollfus, G.-F. 1884. Les mollusques marins de Roussillon, vol. 1, 
part 7, p. 262. 

The following is the reference for the designation of Truncatella costulata Risso, 1826 (a junior 
subjective synonym of Helix subcylindrica Linnaeus, 1767) as the type species of the nominal 
genus Truncatella Risso, 1826: 

Lowe, R.T. 1855. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London , 22: 217. 


